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to cultivate in it as a whole that spirit of positivism and resignation which had previously been characteristic of only a part of the nation. It cultivated also the stoic courage to see and to take things as they are, which is the primary condition of practical statesmanship; and France, in seeking to readjust herself to the conditions revealed by her belated perspicacity, fell back upon the resolve to "make the best " of the best bargain which her rulers had been able to arrange in their efforts to restore her to her place in the world.
The Tsar's appeal to Europe was examined in this fresh light. On reflection it was seen to be, after all, an utterance and an act inspired by some of the soundest of French traditions. What it really amounted to was the convocation of the Etats-Generaux of the nineteenth century; and it was not that by a figure of speech, but actually that. Only the conditions of our " laic >y x time, the multiple material conditions, had made such an appeal possible. Europe as a whole, to-day, is smaller than the France whose woes and reclamations were considered in 1789 by Necker and the king; but to-day, as then, " orders " corresponding with those of the ancien regime are interested in preventing the possibility of the reform proposed by the Tsar. The National Assembly had declared " fraternity," had cried urbi et orbi : " there shall be no more war." The time was not yet ripe. It was not ripe when the reform was extolled by Napoleon III in i863.2 But it was all but ripe in 1898, and it is still riper to-day because of the march of the factors, or rather the multiplication of the peculiar material conditions, which are transforming the very mentality of the race.
1  See note, p. 80.
2  My old chief, M. de Blowitz, writing in The Times of August 30, 1898, on the subject of the Tsar's proposal, compared that monarch to Napoleon III, and said :   " Napoleon III once dreamed of something of the sort, and in a solemn speech published his dream to an astonished world.   The dream melted away,   before common-sense and reality, without bringing about a catastrophe."